





Religious Education
SAVE THE DATE!

First Holy Communion: Sunday,
April 23, 2017, at 1 p.m.

» There will be NO PREP CLASS
on Wednesday, March 1, 2017,
in observance of Ash Wednesday.

Any questions or concerns, Contact Briana Collins,
Religious Education Coordinator/Youth Minister ,
at the Parish Office at 847-468-6900.

We received the following
notice from the City of Elgin:

The City of Elgin is preparing to
replace the existing water main
on the following streets.

Orchard Street from Walnut Street to Locust Street
Mosely Street from Walnut Street to Locust Street
Holly Street from Jewett Street to Moseley Street
Standish Street from Jewett Street to Moseley Street

At some point during the project, residents may be
forced to park their vehicles on adjacent streets
temporarily.

N

/Keep February 25th open for the Knights

of Columbus annual Chili for Charity
event held at Saint Thomas More gym
between 3:30 and 7:00 p.m.. All proceeds
benebt the 4 Elgin parish schools and St. Ed's
High. See Knights Mike Kmiecik, Larry Ruiz,
Terry Green or Larry Smith after Weekend Masses for
tickets. Tickets are $8.00 at the door. Please help our

School News

From the Principal’s
N Desk...

February at St. Laurence has
proven to be just as busy and
fruitful! Last week our future scientists in
preschool through 3™ grade went to the
Museum of

Science and

\ / Industry.

Thank you to everyone in our

parish family who came out to

support our Art Auction. Our

Interact group made $677. For

Heifer International and will buy a stove, chicks, rabbits,
lama, a goat, and honey bees. They will also be able to send
two girls to school with the money.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Saturday, February
25" for the Chili for Charity event at

f \ St. Thomas More.

The Valentine’s Bingo event was
another fun and successful evening
for everyone that, in addition to
bingo, included a dance party for the
kids and | got duct taped to the wall.
Cross that one off my bucket list!

\ schools by supporting this event.

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION
The Food Pantry collection is held the
1° weekend of the month. We need [
drivers that could take the food on & '

Inter Faith Food Pantry.

If you are available between 9:30 — 11:00 a.m., please
call the Parish Office at 847-468-6900.

\ / Pre-registration for our current
school families goes until March 15", At that point we will
open registration to new families! If you know of anyone who
is seeking to join a school community that is truly a family and
works daily to provide the best education for each student,
please have them contact me at (847)468-6100.

Trifecta Winners!

$100 - Luz Salinas
$75 - Silvina Ruesch
$50 - George LoCoco

St. Vincent dePaul Society - We have a
joint group with members of St. Thomas
More Church in Elgin. Our next meeting
will be at St. Thomas More on Tuesday,
February 28, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. Please come
to one of our meetings and learn about all

the worthwhile work that we do for the needy of our
community. If you have questions, call 847 628-5170.




ATTENTION
ALL MINISTRY MEMBERS

You are invited to a

| MINISTRY MEETINGS |

e Sunday - February 19, 2017

3 p.m. - Bible Study - Sacristy
e Monday - February 20, 2017

10 a.m. - Bible Study - Nancy’s

7 p.m. - Women of “E “- Cafeteria
e Tuesday - February 21, 2017
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Volunteer Appreciation Party :
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1 6:30 p.m. - Scouts - Cafeteria
i
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1
i
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Sunday - February 26, 2017
Time: 1:30 P.M.
In the Cafeteria

Please bring either an
Appetizer, Side Dish, or Dessert

The Parish will provide
Meat and Beverage

Please call the Parish Office
by February 17, 2017

R.S.V.P. 847-468-6900

e \Wednesday - February 22,2017
6:30 p.m. - Servant Partner - Sacristy
e Thursday - February 23, 2017
7 p.m. - Parish Council - Sacristy
8 p.m. - Cursillo Men’s Group
e Friday - February 24, 2017
5:30 p.m. - Cursillo Women’s Group
e Saturday - February 25, 2017
3:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. - Knights of Columbus Chili for Charity

Open Door Clinic III Sunday - February 26, 2017
. 1:30 p.m. - Volunteer Luncheon
Collecti
3 O .CT °'.1 3 o en Oor 3 p.m. - Bible Study - Sacristy
This organization ministers to v

G X o ealth Center of Illinois * Monday - February 27, 2017
people and families with HIV. 7 p.m. - Bible Study - Sacristy
They have a great need for toothbrushes, toothpaste, e Tuesday - February 28, 2017

soap, shampoo, toilet paper, laundry soap, socks, hats & 7 p.m. - Adoration Meeting - Cafeteria
gloves, breakfast cereals and non-perishable food items. e Wednesday - March 1, 2017

There is a box in the back of church. This month the 6 p.m. - Mass; Adoration - after Mass
dates are February 25 & 26, 2017. e Thursday - March 2, 2017

7 p.m. - Cursillo Men’s Group

7 p.m. - Hispanic Ministry - Cafeteria
We encourage our parishioners to support the e Friday - March 3, 2017
businesses using our bulletin. This week we highlight: 5-6:30 p.m. - Simple Supper and Stations of the Cross
TOM'S PLUMBING, INC. e Saturday - March 4, 2017
847-697-6444 5:30- Bingo
www.tomsplumbingservice.com

Vocations Corner: Embracing God's plan with Faith!  Fr. Keith Romke, Director of Vocations

God has a plan for all of us, and His plan ALWAYS yields lasting fruit beyond anything that we could ever imagine.

I have a friend, Anna, who knew that God was calling her to be a teacher, and everyone who knew her said that she
was going to be a great teacher and that this clearly was what she was created for. Teaching was part of her
vocation for sure! However, before she got into the physical classroom, she was diagnosed with cancer and this took
her down an unforeseen path, at only 22 years of age, that some would conclude halted her from fulfilling her calling to teach.

She however, knew that every person who would hear her story would be able to learn a lesson that would resonate into eternity
for those who cared to pay attention and to ultimately ace the test. Rather than turning away from God in the midst of
unanswered questions such as: “Why me?” She didn’t dwell on these questions but rather clung to the answer that she knew:
“God is with me!” She bravely continued forward WITH FAITH turning closer to God and in doing so becoming stronger where it
truly counted at the same time as her body grew weaker. Fulfilling her vocation to teach, she proclaimed at the end “I’m not
scared, I’'m ready.” This was the greatest lesson that she could ever teach, and it is clear that God’s grace sustained her and
made it possible for her to have such confidence. She is now with the Lord, and so many who have heard her story have had their
faith restored, proving that she fulfilled her mission! If you want to hear more of her inspiring story (including what | interpret to
be an incredible “sign” from God days after her passing!), go to RockVoc.Org and click on the link there to hear a homily that |
preached on her life!




VOLUNTEERS: I

| We have been asked by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops including Bishop Malloy and the Diocese of

Rockford to fulfill specific requirements in the "Safe Environment Program” for all employees and volunteers of the parishes, |
Ischools, and the Diocese. I
I The requirements include all the following documents to be reviewed, with a form to be completed and

signed.
I Training in Protecting God’s Children (including 16 & 17-year old’s who volunteer and work directly with children). A Copy of the
certificate needs to be on file with our Parish or School. If you have not completed this previously, please follow the information
at www.virtusonline.org

- The State of lllinois” Mandated Reporter form (for those over 18 years of age)
The Diocese’s Sexual Misconduct Norms
The Diocese’s Code of Pastoral Conduct for volunteers
The Diocese’s Code for the Use of Technology and Social Media
The Diocese’s Guidelines for Youth and Those Working with Youth
Authorization to conduct a Background Check (over 18 years of age) through lllinois State Police

To access the above documents, go to our Parish’s website www.stlaurencechurchelgin.com hover over Parish Information then
Ministries, on the right, click on “Volunteering at St. Laurence” and proceed to read the information and print out the page near
I the end of each booklet and complete and sign and return to the Parish Office as soon as possible. |f you have any questions,
please call the Parish Office. We appreciate your cooperation and we appreciate your volunteering at St. Laurence, and we
I are truly blessed by your involvement!!

h__________—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—

i BA.  AROUND THE DIOCESE

. )

e Thursday, Friday, Feb. 23 & 24, 2017 - 12 noon - 8 p.m. 1
SHROUD OF TURIN EXHIBIT - St. Thomas the Apostle AIR FORCE: Staff Sgt. Eric Charckon, Major Victoria
Crystal Lake, IL, - Information - Call - 815-455-5400. | Cramer, Airman Patrick Schubert, ARMY: 1Ist. Sgt. Eric

e Saturday, February 25, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at Case, Sgt. Jennifer (Clough) Korfmacher, Sgt. Charles
St. John Neumann Church, St. Charles, IL - Presentation Korfmacher, Pfc. Johnathan Lindquist, 1st. Lt. Thomas
by Carol Merrill, a secular Franciscan, “An Ordinary Martin, Sgt. Jacob McDonald, COAST GUARD: Cadet
Woman's Journey to Jesus”. Come listen, reflect, and 3rd Class Allison Rychtanek, MARINES: Cpl. Patrick Metz,
continue to share your own journey. For tickets and @l Pvt. Ryan Metz, NAVY: Seaman Apprentice Terrance M.
more information call (630) 377-2797. | Alexander, Seaman Recruit Timothy M. Alexander, CDR

e Sunday, March 3, 2017 at 4 p.m. - “Faustina” Bettina Sauter, Corpsman Nick Toufexis. May God protect
St. Joseph Church, - Freeport, IL them and return them safely to their families.

Information - Call 815-232-7400.

Altar Ministry for the Weekend of February 25 & February 26, 2017

Mass Time Lector Altar Server Eucharistic Minister
4:00 p.m. Kay Gotter Kimberly Aguirre Mitch Esterino, Jan Hroback,
and Emma Eisen Barb Miller, and Vickie Muno
7:15a.m. Loretta Revesz Will Metz Vicky Giuliano, Joanie Gronnert,
and Karen Perez Marlene Gurley, and Chris Stine
9:00 a.m. Pamela Klein Adrian Rodriguez Mary Berg, Loli Gudino, Natalea Gudino-
& Antonia Ramirez and Isabella Szopa Leon, Jamie Szopa and Ron Szopa
11:00 a.m. Terry O’Connor Robert Boydston Veronica Betz, Gail Essary, Natalie Koessl,
and Stephanie Popovich Melanie Marcordes, and Max Marcordes




