





Religious Education
SAVE THE DATE!

First Holy Communion: Sunday,
April 23, 2017, at 1 p.m.

* Other First Communion
information was sent home
with students this past
week.*

Any questions or concerns, Contact Briana Collins,
Religious Education Coordinator/Youth Minister,
at the Parish Office at 847-468-6900.

MINISTRY MEETINGS

Monday - February 13, 2017

7 p.m. - Bible Study - Sacristy
Tuesday - February 14, 2017

6:30 p.m. - Eduém Commission

7 p-m. - St. Vincent DePaul - Cafeteria
Thursday - February 16, 2017

6 p.m. - Finance Council

7 p-m. - Cursillo Men’s Group

Friday - February 17, 2017

5:30 p.m. - Cursillo Women's Group
Sunday - February 19, 2017

3 p.m. - Bible Study - Sacristy
Monday - February 20, 2017

7 p.m. - Women of “E “- Cafeteria
Tuesday - February 21, 2017

6:30 p.m. - Scouts - Cafeteria
Wednesday - February 22, 2017

6:30 p.m. - Servant Partner

Thursday - February 23, 2017

7 p.m. - Hispanic Ministry - Cafeteria
7 p.m. - Parish Council - Sacristy

8 p.m. - Cursillo Men’s Group

Friday - February 24, 2017

5:30 p.m. - Cursillo Women's Group
Saturday - February 25, 2017

3:30 p.m. -7 p.m. - Knights of Colur@hilsfor Charity

TRIFECTA WINNERS!

$100 - Pat Wodrich
$75 - Agnes Mozdzen
$50 - Amado De La Torre

School News

From the Principal's |/
Desk...

This week was a week of getting back into
the normal routine after a Catholic Schools
Week that was filled with so many opportunities to
celebrate the gift of Catholic education! The week included
the showcasing of talents in hula hooping as well as singing,
dancing, magic, and the playing of musical instruments. Our
students created blankets for the Community Crisis Center,
baskets for the Sisters of St. Clare, a flag to celebrate the
members of our school community, cards to thank our
volunteers, and on Friday, the 100" day of school, banners to
show 100 ways we show kindness, 100 things we’ve learned
and 100 ways we praise God. ( \

The week culminated with an Elgin
Catholic Schools Open House at St.
Edward CCHS in which we joined St.
Thomas More, St. Mary and St.
Joseph in promoting Catholic
education. Our grade level Religion
Bee winners competed against
students from the other schools in a
Religion Bee and made \ /

St. Laurence very proud. The
superintendent of St. Edward, Barb
Villont, commented that it was
impressive to see the “future of our
Church” represented through
young people who have such a
strong knowledge of their faith.

The final event was our PTC
Bowling event at Brunswick Zone
in Algonquin. We took over an entire side of the bowling alley
' and our families appeared to be
having a wonderful time. Thank
you so much to everyone who
organized, worked at, and
donated to this important
fundraiser for our school.

The fun continues this weekend
with our Valentine’s Bingo event.
Be sure to join us! On Monday
evening, February 13", our
Principal/Parent Book Club will be
meeting. Please join us at 6:30 in the school office.

As always, we welcome new families to join our St. Laurence
school family and see all that we have to offer. It’s a truly
exciting time to be a Tiger!




—_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_—
VOLUNTEERS:
We have been asked by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops including Bishop Malloy and the Diocese of Rockford to
fulfill specific requirements in the “Safe Environment Program” for all employees and volunteers of the parishes, schools, and the I
I Diocese.
The requirements include all the following documents to be reviewed, with a form to be completed and signed.
I Training in Protecting God’s Children (including 16 & 17-year old’s who volunteer and work directly with children). A Copy
of the certificate needs to be on file with our Parish or School. If you have not completed this previously, please follow the
information at www.virtusonline.org

|
|
|
- The State of lllinois’ Mandated Reporter form (for those over 18 years of age) I
The Diocese’s Sexual Misconduct Norms
The Diocese’s Code of Pastoral Conduct for volunteers |
The Diocese’s Code for the Use of Technology and Social Media
The Diocese’s Guidelines for Youth and Those Working with Youth I
|
|
|
|

Authorization to conduct a Background Check (over 18 years of age) through lllinois State Police

I To access the above documents, go to our Parish’s website www.stlaurencechurchelgin.com hover over Parish Information then
Ministries, on the right, click on “Volunteering at St. Laurence” and proceed to read the information and print out the page near
the end of each booklet and complete and sign and return to the parish office by February 17, 2017. If you have any questions,

I please call the Parish Office.

We appreciate your cooperation and we appreciate your volunteering at St. Laurence,

I and we are truly blessed by your involvement!!

_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_J

I——————————————————————————————1

I would like to thank all of our parish and school volunteers for the time and effort you |
| give us, and most especially for your good will in completing all these forms. I
| L

I I hope to see you all at the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner I
| Fr. Andrew I

ATTENTION ALL MINISTRY MEMBERS
You are invited to a Volunteer Appreciation Party
Sunday - February 26, 2017 Time: 1:30 P.M. In the Cafeteria

|
|
|
|
|
Please bring either an Appetizer, Side Dish, or Dessert. |
The Parish will provide Meat and Beverage |

|

|

|

|

ol

Please call the Parish Office by February 17, 2017.
R.S.V.P. 847-468-6900

Vocations Corner: When We Can't See God Fr. Keith Romke, Director of Vocations

Often times in life we have situations where we truly feel like we need God's grace and His presence more than ever
before. This of course often happens when we face trials or difficulties or sense something unexpected arising in
God's plan. | frequently hear people say that it is in these moments where sometimes they cannot sense God's
presence at all. This of course is a great cross and a pain that they endure. They do not know where to turn when
they cannot sense God's presence in a time of need. However, | truly believe that in the moments where we need God most but
cannot see or sense his presence, the reason why is because He is so close to us that we can no longer focus our eyes on Him.
Think about it this way: If you are standing at the end of your driveway and looking at your house you can see the whole thing
clearly. But if you walk right up to your house so that your nose is touching the siding, what is it that your eyes will see? Not
much! But this isn't because the house is gone, rather it is because it is closer than ever before. The same thing is true with God,
in our deepest moments of need He truly is there with us, closer than ever before! So do not fear if you cannot see or feel Him,
know that He is near and continue walking the path that He has set out for you with courage!




BULLETIN BRIEF

“A political society endures when it
seeks, as a vocation, to satisfy common
needs by stimulating the growth of all
its members, especially those in
situations of greater vulnerability
or risk.”

Pope Francis, address
to the Joint
Session of the
U.S. Congress,
September 24, 2015

The Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend is for all married couples who want
to enrich their marriage. It offers married
couples an opportunity get off the treadmill of
| life and focus on each other. The Weekend

teaches a technique of loving communication
that you can use for the rest of your lives. It is a chance to
look deeply into your relationship with each other and with
God. Sign up today to attend one of the upcoming Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekends on Feb. 10-12 in Geneva, IL;
March 17-19 in Madison, WI or April 21-23 in Brookfield, WI.
Early registration is highly recommended. For more
information visit our website at: alifetimeoflove.org or call
(888) 574-5653. Para un fin de semana en Espanol por favor
llamen a Andres y Maria al 630-229-2600. Las fechas son
Febrero 24-26 y Junio 9-11.

St. Laurence’s Second Grade Class would like to invite youand yourfamily to
Valentine’s Day
BINGO FOR A BUCK
At

St.LaurenceCatholicSchool!!!
Saturday February 11 - Doorsopenat 5:30pm

For the kids: Open Gym from 5:30-6:30 Dance Party from 6:30-8:00

EVERYTHING 1551.00!
$100 Jackpot on all 10 games

AllFood & Drinks=51.00

Buy a Book of Single Bingo Cards for $10
BuyaBookof3Bingo Cards=530~Buy2 Books of 3for$50
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We encourage our parishioners to support the
businesses using our bulletin. This week we highlight:
HOUSE OF FIREPLACES
1255 Bowes Road, Elgin, IL - 847-741-6464
15% OFF purchase of $500 or more.

AIR FORCE: Staff Sgt. Eric Charckon, Major Victoria
Cramer, Airman Patrick Schubert, ARMY: 1st. Sgt. Eric
Case, Sgt.. Jennifer (Clough) Korfmacher, Sgt. Charles
Korfmacher, Pfc. Johnathan Lindquist, 1st. Lt. Thomas
Martin, Sgt. Jacob McDonald, COAST GUARD: Cadet
3rd Class Allison Rychtanek, MARINES: Cpl. Patrick Metz,

Pvt. Ryan Metz, NAVY: Seaman Apprentice Terrance M.

1| Alexander, Seaman Recruit Timothy M. Alexander, CDR
Bettina Sauter, Corpsman Nick Toufexis. May God protect
them and return them safely to their families.

Altar Ministry for the Weekend of February 18 & February 19, 2017

Mass Time Lector Altar Server Eucharistic Minister
4:00 p.m. Tom Guetschow Delaney Groscost Kay Gotter, Greg Soohov,
and Autumn Mills Lauren Soohov and Debbie Wever
7:15a.m. Dee Reinhardt Korbin Arnold Vicky Giuliano, Joanie Gronnert,
and Tommy Bruneman Marlene Gurley, and Loretta Revesz
9:00 a.m. Joe Bermea and Ava Kronish Mary Ann Bruneman, Bob Jones, Kathy Jones,
Joyanne Fabsits and Elizabeth Salzmann Pam Klein, and William Misek
11:00 a.m. Brian Torri Gabe Del Rosario Natalie Koessl, James Kararo, Bernard
and Alicia Gurke Pettinger, Joann Smith, and Larry Smith




